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1232 The second Vatican Council restored for the Latin Church "the

llﬁ

catechumenate for adults, comprising several distinct steps."= The rites for these

stages are to be found in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).E The
Council also gives permission that: "In mission countries, in addition to what is
furnished by the Christian tradition, those elements of initiation rites may be


http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3J.HTM#$1I5
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3J.HTM#$1I6

oolioll @Ml e +++ L gonoll w 0d ASISI o 4S5 M A€l o WY H++ 5506 Luo Wi Lo

admitted which are already in use among some peoples insofar as they can be
adapted to the Christian ritual."3®

1233 Today in all the rites, Latin and Eastern, the Christian initiation of adults
begins with their entry into the catechumenate and reaches its culmination in a
single celebration of the three sacraments of initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, and
the Eucharist.2” In the Eastern rites the Christian initiation of infants also begins
with Baptism followed immediately by Confirmation and the Eucharist, while in the

Roman rite it is followed by years of catechesis before being completed later by

Confirmation and the Eucharist, the summit of their Christian initiation.3&
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1239 The essential rite of the sacrament follows: Baptism properly speaking. It
signifies and actually brings about death to sin and entry into the life of the Most
Holy Trinity through configuration to the Paschal mystery of Christ. Baptism is
performed in the most expressive way by triple immersion in the baptismal water.
However, from ancient times it has also been able to be conferred by pouring the
water three times over the candidate's head.

1240 In the Latin Church this triple infusion is accompanied by the minister's
words: "N., | baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit." In the Eastern liturgies the catechumen turns toward the East and the priest
says: "The servant of God, N., is baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit." At the invocation of each person of the Most Holy Trinity,
the priest immerses the candidate in the water and raises him up again.
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1278 The essential rite of Baptism consists in immersing the candidate in water or
pouring water on his head, while pronouncing the invocation of the Most Holy
Trinity: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
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1258 The Church has always held the firm conviction that those who suffer death
for the sake of the faith without having received Baptism are baptized by their death
for and with Christ. This Baptism of blood, like the desire for Baptism, brings
about the fruits of Baptism without being a sacrament.
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1256 The ordinary ministers of Baptism are the bishop and priest and, in the Latin
Church, also the deacon.>Z In case of necessity, any person, even someone not
baptized, can baptize, if he has the required intention. the intention required is to
will to do what the Church does when she baptizes, and to apply the Trinitarian
baptismal formula. the Church finds the reason for this possibility in the universal
saving will of God and the necessity of Baptism for salvation.®
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1284 In case of necessity, any person can baptize provided that he have the
intention of doing that which the Church does and provided that he pours water on
the candidate's head while saying: "I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."

4 pyds Ls plddl gou O b o dydgexh] e O Sludl JSU jgou 8y9 pall Jle § -V VAL
sl z9,)lg 3Wlg OV el Jueel "B ezl uly (Lo elb) oy (duwsS


http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3L.HTM#$1IS
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3L.HTM#$1IT

oolioll @Ml e +++ L gonoll w 0d ASISI o 4S5 M A€l o WY H++ 5506 Luo Wi Lo

OF dl <03 ecdszliong diloll duhsll dshley dhdle & o deaday JULYI Wgy -3 Y0«
o Gloy Jl lslitg @)l plhalu (o lsdimsg  ddgaxbl § Banas 53Ys Lyl ea dswsy
3 dgslas US § el ol daws Aolexe ggmezl Gl Ll Ges I Tl Lyl
b Ll ey OF g uds Y dess gals Ggnymn JaVly duaSIL o3 gas JUbY) L3sasne

3

85950 dss puad g ddgexl) ogoxig b 13
- agad) @900l il B, o pgad) Lol Basic : Lib

dois Alsall L83 o2 Lpgiy ags) po Xl bxic b8« o)l dusity o dsgesall ol e g
LSl pdles Oy ¢ S, a3l o waindall e poXzy 09,8 agilex Al bbsesy b5l
du sl sBY g il

1259 For catechumens who die before their Baptism, their explicit desire to receive
it, together with repentance for their sins, and charity, assures them the salvation
that they were not able to receive through the sacrament.

1260 "Since Christ died for all, and since all men are in fact called to one and the
same destiny, which is divine, we must hold that the Holy Spirit offers to all the
possibility of being made partakers, in a way known to God, of the Paschal
mystery."62 Every man who is ignorant of the Gospel of Christ and of his
Church, but seeks the truth and does the will of God in accordance with his
understanding of it, can be saved. It may be supposed that such persons would
have desired Baptism explicitly if they had known its necessity.
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1244 First Holy Communion. Having become a child of God clothed with the
wedding garment, the neophyte is admitted "to the marriage supper of the
Lamb"44 and receives the food of the new life, the body and blood of Christ. the
Eastern Churches maintain a lively awareness of the unity of Christian initiation by
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giving Holy Communion to all the newly baptized and confirmed, even little
children, recalling the Lord's words: "Let the children come to me, do not hinder
them."45 The Latin Church, which reserves admission to Holy Communion to those
who have attained the age of reason, expresses the orientation of Baptism to the
Eucharist by having the newly baptized child brought to the altar for the praying of
the Our Father.
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1250 Born with a fallen human nature and tainted by original sin, children also have
need of the new birth in Baptism to be freed from the power of darkness and brought
into the realm of the freedom of the children of God, to which all men are
called.®® The sheer gratuitousness of the grace of salvation is particularly manifest in
infant Baptism. the Church and the parents would deny a child the priceless grace of
becoming a child of God were they not to confer Baptism shortly after birth.>!
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1261 As regards children who have died without Baptism, the Church can only
entrust them to the mercy of God, as she does in her funeral rites for them. Indeed,
the great mercy of God who desires that all men should be saved, and Jesus'
tenderness toward children which caused him to say: "Let the children come to me,
do not hinder them,"63 allow us to hope that there is a way of salvation for children
who have died without Baptism. All the more urgent is the Church's call not to
prevent little children coming to Christ through the gift of holy Baptism.
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"For He came to save all through means of Himself-all, | say, who
through Him are born again to God-infants, and children, and boys, and
youths, and old men. He therefore passed through every age, becoming an
infant for infants, thus sanctifying infants; a child for children, thus sanctifying
those who are of this age, being at the same time made to them an example
of piety, righteousness, and submission; a youth for youths, becoming an
example to youths, and thus sanctifying them for the Lord. "
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Irenaeus of Lyons. (1885). Irenseus against Heresies. In A. Roberts, J.
Donaldson, & A. C. Coxe (Eds.), The Ante-Nicene Fathers: The Apostolic
Fathers with Justin Martyr and Irenaeus (Vol. 1, p. 391). Buffalo, NY:
Christian Literature
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The first passage cited has: "Baptism according to the practice of the Church
is given even to infants";
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The second has: "The Church had a tradition from the Apostles, to give
baptism even to infants";
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The third has: "Infants are baptized for the remission of sins . . . That is the
reason why infants too are baptized".
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Walker, W. (1919). A History of the Christian Church. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. p.95
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The three passages identified by scholars are Homilies on Leviticus 8.3.11; Commentary on Romans 5.9;
and Homily on Luke 14.5. They are mentioned, for instance, in the following sites: 1, 2, 3 Archived 19 April
2008 at the Wayback Machine 4, 5, 6 and, of course, in the sites that give the full texts of Origen on

Leviticus and Luke.

: Coll o
5326 Lo @955 lwo / 6SuLulSl puloss



http://www.cin.org/users/jgallegos/infant.htm
http://www.catholicculture.org/docs/doc_view.cfm?recnum=5150
http://www.goarch.org/en/ourfaith/articles/article7067.asp
http://www.catholic.com/tracts/early-teachings-on-infant-baptism
http://www.bringyou.to/apologetics/a26.htm
http://www.catholic.com/tracts/infant-baptism

